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Christianity and Islam -offer universal values to the
community of mankind. When aliens are made in

societies about 'cultural authenticity’, they are most
often made about religious totems.(!)

(1) Simon Murden, Culture in World Affairs in John Baylis &
Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics, OUP,
2001, p. 457.
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A universal civilization, Huntington argues, is purely
a Western dream; civilizations have been maintaining
and even reinforcing their distinctions throughout the
late 20th century However, if civilizations do adapt
to meet new conditions, especially material
conditions, as the modern view might suggest and if
life within the world's major civilizations is gradually
encountering similar, if not identical, material
conditions, then those civilizations should tend to

conver ge, at least to some degree, in the face of
those similar challenges. (V)
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(1) Christian Stracke; The Clash of Civilizations and the
Remaking of the World Order, Jour nal of Inter national
Affairs, Vol. 51, 1997.
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Huntington's focus upon an Islamic threat to the EU

paralleled the approach of European strategists. His

explicit identification of a "danger” to the Union from

outside and from inside was not an approach that

senior EU figures pursued publicly: it did however

complement the position taken by populist politicians
and by organizations of the extreme Right.(")
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(1) Philip Marfleet, The "Clash” Thesis: War and Ethnic
Boundaries in Europe, Arab Studies Quar terly, vol. 25,
2003.
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AT S 2 i S Mir gy

For the furtherance of peace in this world and the
reception of human rights into all cultures, these
difficult questions should be discussed in a dialogical
way, that is, openly with mutual understanding,
reciprocal witnessing and critical questioning. In such
a dialogue western individualism will be subject to
correction. ()
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Even Huntington's most ardent admirers have viewed
the thesis in this light: Robert Kaplan, for example,
sees it as an analysis of American security needs set
"in the most tragic, pessimistic terms. @
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(1) Abd Alah Ahmad Na'im, Human Rights and religious
Values, p. vii.

(2) Philip Marfleet; The "Clash” Thesis: War and Ethnic
Boundaries in Europe, Arab Studies Quarterly, Vol
25, 2003.
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Toynbee's influence on Huntington is clear
throughout his treatment of what civilizations are
and why they are important. Civilizations, Huntington
explains, are broad cultural entities that unite
individuals around common mores, traditions and
institutions. As such, they are "the most enduring of
human associations,” and are therefore the
foundations of long-term historical continuity
Because civilizations are, after blood and tribe, the
most important factors binding individuals together
into potential political identities, they are naturally
the most important actors in the field of global
politics.“)
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(1) Christian Stracke, The Clash of Civilizations and the
Remaking of the World Order, Journal of International
Affairs, vol. 51, 1997.
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The clash thesis is not novel. It draws upon a
tradition that emerged in Europe at the birth of the
nation-state and accompanied European expansion
across the world. This was the idea that,
notwithstanding the intense rivalry between such
states, people of Europe held in common attributes
superior to those of all other human beings.
Expressed in the "civilizing” missions of specific states
these gave meaning to colonialism and had the effect
of complementing ideologies of nation which were of
immense importance in cohering unstable domestic
populations. The idea of a civilizing Europe was as
important "at home" as it was abroad: it was indeed a
"security” measure much like Huntington's defense of
U.S. interests in the 1990s. Here "civilization” has an
ideological function in the classical sense: it is part
of a body of ideas which endorse relations of
inequality and of domination of a majority of people
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For Huntington, the clash of civilizations was an
historic development. The history of the
international system had been essentially about the
struggles between monarchs, nations, and ideologies

within Western civilization. The end of the cold war
inaugurated a new period, where non-Westerners

(1) Philip Marfleet, The "Clash” Thesis: War and Ethnic
Boundaries in Europe , Arab Studies Quarterly, vol. 25,
2003.
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were no longer the helpless recipients of Western
power, but now counted amongst the movers of
history. The rise of civilizational politics intersected
four long-run processes at play in the international
system:

1. The relative decline of the West.

2. The rise of the Asian economy and its associated
‘cultural affirmation’, with China poised to
become the greatest power in human history.

3. A population explosion in the Muslim world, and
the associated resurgence of Islam.

4. The impact of globalization, including the extra
ordinary expansion of transnational flows of
commerce, information, and people.

The coincidence of these factors was forging a
new international order.(")
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(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis &
Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics, OUP,
2001, p. 461-2.
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Huntington observed that Islam had particularly
'bloody borders’, a situation that would continue until
Muslim population growth slowed in the second or
third decade of the twenty-first century. At the
'macro-level’, a more general competition for
capabilities and influence was evident, with the
principal division between the 'West' and, to varying
degrees, the 'Rest’. According to Huntington, the
hegemony of the West was most contested by the
two most forceful non-Western civilizations, the Sinic
and Islamic. Resistance to the West was most evident
over issues such as arms control and the promotion of
Western political values. Western efforts to project
their democracy and human rights were widely
regarded as a form of non-imperialism. ("

(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis &
Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics, OUP,
2001, p. 462.
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Huntington's anti-modern perspective, which rejects
the dominant modern notion of history as progress
and instead proposes history as continuity, is even
more radically anti-modern considering his general
treatment of civilizations as actors. Any truly
modern, post-Wittgenstein understanding of
civilization would necessarily include the concept of
civilization as construct, which implies first the
inherent artificiality of any civilization and second
the constant potential for the innovation of
civilizational content. Such a view of innovation
within civilizations is perhaps best seen in a standard
modern understanding of the history of Western
civilization as a progressive fusion of classical,
Christian and Enlightenment ideals, the latter being
rooted in the past but in some important sense new
and unprecedented. Under this modern conception,
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Western civilization, with all its internal divisions and
constant innovational struggles, would have an
extraordinarily difficult time trying to behave as a
unitary actor. (!
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(1) Christian Stracke; The Clash of Civilizations and the
Remaking of the World Order, Jour nal of Inter national
Affairs, vol. 51, 1997.
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(Presentation of Islam as Code of Life)
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However, no civilization is completely distinct from
the influence of others and in particular, all have
been affected by the model culture and modernity
pioneered in the west. (!
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Islam represented a systematic and coherent
ideology. . . with its own code of morality and

doctrine of political and social justice. The appeal of
Islam [was] potentially universal; reaching out to all
men as men. . . And Islam has indeed defeated
liberal democracy in many parts of the Islamic world,

(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis
& Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics,
OUP, 2001, p. 458.

http://www .minhajbooks.com u“"é‘ J)/)j Al


http://www.minhajbooks.com
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

4 B RCIENE WP

posing a grave threat to liberal practices even in
countries where it has not achieved political power
directly. . . Despite the power demonstrated by Islam
in its current revival, however, it remains the case
that this religion has virtually no appeal outside
those areas that were culturally Islamic to begin
with. The days of Islam's cultural conquests, it would
seem, are over. It can win back lapsed adherents,
but has no resonance for the young people _Berlin,
Tokyo, or Moscow. And while nearly a bilion are
culturally Islamic-one-fifth of the world's
population-they cannot challenge liberal-democracy
on its own territory on the level of ideas. Indeed, the
Islamic world would seem more vulnerable to liberal
ideas in the long run than the reverse. (1)
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(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis
& Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics,
OUP, 2001 p. 461.
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In reality, the differences between civilizations ran
deep: they were about man and God, man and
woman, the individual and the state, and notions of
rights, authority, obligation, and justice. Culture was
about the basic perceptions of life that had been
constructed over centuries.(!)
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(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis
& Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics,
OUP, 2001, p. 462.
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(Culture of Tolerance at International Level)
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Fundamentalism is more than a political protest
against the West or the prevailing establishment. It
also reflects deep-seated fear of modern institutions
and has paranoid visions of demonic enemies
everywhere. It is alarming that so many people in so
many different parts are so pessimistic about the
wor ld that they can only find hope in fantasies of
apocalyptic catastrophe. Fundamentalism shows a
growing sense of grievance, resentment,
displacement, disorientation, and anomie that any
humane, enlightened government must attempt to
address. (")
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(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis
& Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics,
OUP, 2001, p. 461.
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In much of the post-cold war discourse on cultural
conflict, it was Islam that came into the frame.
Islam, seem to represent a particular source of
conflict both as a homeland and as a diaspora.
Cer tainly, Islamic peoples were locked in violent
conflicts against adjoining civilizations and secular
states across the Balkans, West and East Africa, the
Middle East, the Caucasus, Central Asia, India,
Indonesia, and the Philippines, with their efforts to
promulgate Islamic law a particularly explosive
issue. ()
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(1) Simon Murden, Sulture in World Affairs in John Baylis &

Steve Smith's The Globalization of World Politics, OUP,
2001 p. 463.
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(Eradication of Economic Exploitation)
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(Obligatory Instructions for Economic Support)
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